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For a kid-happy home 
re-do, formal is out 
but elegance is in 
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I
T'S THE FRONT YARD'S sloping hillside
garden with its purple haze of lavender, 
the bright magenta bloom of  bougainvil
lea ,  the light greens of agaves, the str ik ·  

ing burgundy-black hue of cordyline and 
a contrasting smatter of white roses that 
first catches your eye when you drive by 
architect fabio Rigo de Righi's remodel of
an early 1970s La Jolla Shores Ranch-style 
home. 

Get a little closer, though, and you'll 
see that the new meandering Santa Bar ·  
bara/Spanish Colonial floor plan, designed 
aro\md three courtyards, is as graceful as 
the landscaping. 

°'ihis is the vernacular o f  Southern
California," says the architect, "and it isn't
about opulence and being grandiose like 
the Tuscan villa. It's not a show house. It's 
low in profile and makes a simpler state· 
ment. There's not a lot or stone detailing 
and not as much ironwork as you would see 

64 SAN DIEGO HOME/GARDEN LIFESTYLES· AUGUST 2012

Af<hit<!-Ct Fabi o Rigo de Righi 9avc this la Jolla Shofc-s residcnc�<vfl>appNI by 
(feating a S<>nse of entty with retaining walls ancl a,, �legant stairway leading to a
gated <ovrty.ird. 
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"This is the vernacular of Southern California, 
and it isn't about opulence and being grandiose 

like the Tuscan villa." 

MAATINM.ANN

AUGUST 2012 • sandiegohomegarden.com 65








